The legacy remains. The documentation of the introduction of anaesthesia into Australia required of Gwen Wilson a lifetime of research. With the publication of Volume 1 of One Grand Chain, the story was told from 1846 to 1934 in a fashion which fully captured the reader's interest. But Gwen ran out of time! Her voluminous notes have been capably edited into five chapters, covering the establishment and growth of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists, followed by the delicate and protracted negotiations relating to the founding of the Faculty of Anaesthetists.
The Society followed the international trend for anaesthetists to band together, to improve the quality of anaesthesia as well as improving their status as specialists.
When educational standards were being set to allow specialisation, the story is told of the introduction of Diplomas in Anaesthesia by the Universities of Sydney and Melbourne, highlighting the need for a national higher degree.
The world situation, viewed through the eyes of Geoffrey Kaye, adds to the understanding of this evolutionary process. Description during his tour of anaesthesia centres, of the restrained growth during the years prior to WWII, sets the scene for the rapid expansion post-war, both in numbers and quality of administration.
In the United Kingdom, educational standards were set and administered by the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons conjointly. In Australia, the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons agreed to accept a Faculty of Anaesthetists. But not without lengthy discussions and negotiations, all recorded in detail. For example, reciprocity was a difficult issue due to alterations in requirements for Diploma as well as variation in Fellowship examination subjects. The detail of a number of these negotiations may seem unnecessary to some readers, but it is fascinating to identify with personalities, their dedication buoyed by a universal desire for excellence.
Gwen's breezy style is maintained in this volume, with numerous and humorous asides, making the reader very close to the author.
Chapters by contemporaries have been added, covering the advancement of techniques and agents, the improvement of resuscitation and intensive care including the role of the anaesthetist outside the operating theatre, ending with the founding of the first full University Chair of Anaesthetics and the evolution of the Faculty into an autonomous Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists.
No-one will need to rewrite the story, only to flesh out further the already meaty skeleton.
R. BAILEY Australian Society of Anaesthetists, Edgecliff, New South Wales From the Australian perspective, this manual would be aimed at paramedics in the ambulance service and as anaesthetists may be associated with instructing them in respiratory management, it would be useful to know what reading material is available to aid teaching.
